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Letter from Alumni

- Rahul Batra 
Chemical Engineering, 2016

I’ll never forget the feeling of walking into 50 Birge Hall on the first day of 
my senior year into a class full of juniors to take Chemical Engineering 142. 
For the second time.

All those foreign eyes. “What would people think?” I thought to myself. Fear 
turned to slight consolation, as I found a spot near one of my classmates from 
my year who found himself in the same sticky situation I was in. “This time is 
different,” I told him. “We’re making sure of it.” Of course, we passed the class 
that semester, but that’s not the moral of the story.

You see, when people ask me what four years at UC Berkeley taught me, I 
can say without a doubt that it taught me one of the most important life 
lessons of all. It taught me how to fail.

I entered UC Berkeley, like many of you did, eager-eyed and bushy-tailed, ready to take on the world, 
or at least Sproul Plaza. It didn’t take long – really just one semester – for me to realize that I was in for 
a rude awakening. While others seemed to fondly recollect valence bond theory and orbital hybrid-
ization from their AP Chemistry classes, I feebly sang the songs my 10th grade high school chemistry 
teacher taught me to remember to prevent “death by chem lab.” “Do as you oughta, add acid to water,” 
I hummed to myself. Yet, part of me started to feel I may not really belong in the academic power-
house that is the College of Chemistry.

Ironically, the further I got into it, and the more difficult the coursework got, the more I was fueled 
by the challenge. I knew I had an uphill battle to fight all the way, but somehow, I thought it would 
be worth it in the end. In spite of the struggle, or more likely because of it, I found I slowly devel-
oped a core group of friends I could count on when times got rough – when the four-page problem 
sets turned into 4 am nights and when the struggle to maintain a semblance of health turned into an 
oddly convenient order of Domino’s new four-cheese special. Something about that community and 
the challenge I knew I had ahead of me kept me at it. I guess there’s something to be said for being an 
optimist when the sky is bleakest.

So where have those life lessons taken me since graduation? They’ve allowed me to realize that failure 
is worth celebrating – it doesn’t always have to occupy the taboo space to which we so readily relegate 
it in favor of saving face. In fact, we only do ourselves a disservice by doing so.

I have come to appreciate how my biggest failures in life have taught me the biggest lessons, ones that 
I don’t think I would have truly internalized otherwise. Falling and getting back up again is how we, as 
humans, learn, after all.

So, as you cross that graduation stage and set foot into a new and uncertain world – remember to 
fail fast, and fail forward. Embrace risk, and if failure comes, celebrate it as an opportunity to learn – 
you’ll thank your future self for it.
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CLASS
OF

2018
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Zoe 
Adams

Ahmad 
Alhajri

Rajashree
Bhattacharya

Jilian Isela 
Obias Cabornay

Maya Y. 
Gianchandani

Stephen J. 
Goode Jr.

Charley 
Huang

Nathan 
Jin

Brandon J. 
Kim
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Phil 
Kim

Austin G.
Li

Tom Y. 
Lin

Karthik S. 
Mayilvahanan

Annie 
Pan

Priya 
Pidara

Brendan M. 
Posson

Gokul N. 
Ramadoss

Julia 
Sawaya
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Sanya 
Sehgal

Ria 
Someshwar

Aaron 
Steger

Laura C. 
Strong

Murali 
Subramanian

Mingchang 
Ye

Jose A. 
Zamora-Zeledon

Patrick 
Zhang

Steven P. 
Zheng
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ALEXANDER J.
ERICKSON

NITIN V.
PONNAGANTI

ANDREW A. 
WANG

Stefanus J. Adrian
Jahaan Ansari
Isaiah P. Apfel

Ivan Gabriel C. Atencio
Stephen K. Bagley

Colby Canales
Timothy J. Carter

Chi I. Chan
Roger Chang

Cheryl S. Ching
Jiwoo Choi

Sunmyung Choi
Jinsoo Chung

Linh-thao T. Chung
Marc J. Cunningham

Hiram P. Dunn
Jarrett E. Duran
Nigel A. Faustino
Rueih-Sheng Fu

Katerina D. Harnetiaux
Matthew J. Helle
Vinh K. Hoang
Yu W. Huang

Ken Kalemkarian
Yaroslav I. Kaminskiy

Ryuzaburo Kamiya
Justine S. Kang

Andrew V. Kelleghan
Kamaria A. Kermah

Jocelyn S. Kim
Yong B. Kim

Ming H. Lee
Seung H. Lee
Jimmy M. Lei

Amy R. Li
Junyan Li

Matthew Liu
Xiao K. Lu

John J. Luan
Raleigh S. Lukas

Alysia Lukito
Andrew N. Macdonald

Saurabh Malani
Anthony Martinez
Mitchell A. Marvin
Jack H. Melcher
Rodrigo Miranda

Samir Mohan
Uriah M. Mrache
Jefrey C. Nacar

Diane O. Ndepow Jueji
Hio T. Ngan
Anh X. Ngo

Hieu Nguyen
Hyun C. Park
Kevin Perez

Ann Preece-Scaringe
Ahlam O. Quraan

Dalia Rangel
Logan A. Ryan
Mustapha Saad
Zoheb A. Sarwar

Trevor Sasse
Aaron J. Schwartz
Sumesh Sharma
Edward A. Shin
John T. Shotton
Hubert L. Situ

Timothy K. Sivaraman
Kate J. Song

Vincent Stevenson
Kelly L. Sweeney

Ding W. Tan
Rachel J. X. Tan

Sheng Tan
Kanav C. Thakker
Carlos J Vargas

Thong D. Vo
Alexander E. Warren
Brent B. Wickemeyer

Vincent Wu
Yuchen Yang

Brian Yao
Tianzheng Ye

Kaede Yoshioka
Janine Criselda L. Young

Peter T. Young
Hao Zhang

Runzi Zhang
Taoran Zhang
Keqin Zhou
Sicheng Zhu
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Future Plans
GRAD SCHOOLS

STATS
Petroleum
Energy
Food/Alcohol
Biotech
CS/tech
Unknown
Food Data
Semiconductor

Industry
Grad School
TBD
Startup
Industry/Grad 
School
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Biofuels Technology Club

Joining BTC my junior year changed my college experience for the better. I 
got to be surrounded by many other driven students who wanted to make an 
impact on this campus. It was a great experience to be a part of a growing 
organization especially when you can see the efforts you put in get results.

I’ve been with this club for about three years. In the that time I’ve seen it grow 
from a concept on paper to a club with 40 passionate members and a pilot 
plant to call our own. I’ve had the privilege of improving myself and growing 
alongside this great organization and honestly haven’t regretted a single day.

BTC has been such a rewarding experience and it’s been amazing to watch it 
grow. I’m looking forward to the progress that this club makes and hopefully 
we’ll start seeing some trucks powered by BTC biofuel in the years to come.

Austin Li
Finance Lead

Edward Shin
Research Lead

BTC probably has the most potential of any Berkeley club to positively impact the 
university, the environment, and the students who run it. The dining commons 
wastes hundreds of gallons of oil per week, and I believe this club is perfectly 
positioned to solve that problem while reducing our university’s carbon footprint.

Raleigh Lukas
President

Stephen Goode
External VP
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ChemE Car
I joined a fantastic community here at Berkeley in ChemE car. It allowed me to not 
only make amazing friends in my own year, but to build relationships with students 
older and younger than myself that have enriched my time here. Go Bears!

ChemE Car was the first club I joined at Berkeley and it was one of the best decisions 
I’ve ever made! It was super cool to be able to learn about the car’s mechanisms, be 
able to come up with a new way to power the car with an awesome co-lead, and go 
to the western regional conferences each year and really bond with the whole team.

The college of chemistry likes to talk about how it feels like a small school 
within UC Berkeley. You do spend the first half of your college career taking the 
same classes and seeing each other everywhere after all. ChemE car takes 
that a step further, and gave me a family within my major. I’ll always remember 
talking about our weekends while dismantling batteries, getting advice from 
upper class man during a KBBQ social, and getting tacos at 2am in San Diego.

Sanya Seghal
Former VP

McGregor Stadtmiller
Project Lead

Rajashree Bhatta
Project Lead
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Chemical Engineering Jeopardy
Chemical Engineering Jeopardy is a game utilizing questions from Chemical 

Engineering Undergraduate Coursework.  ChemE Jeopardy Games are held at 
the AIChE Regional Conference level in the Spring.  The Championship teams 

from each of the 9 Regional Conferences go on to compete at the Annual Student 
Conference in the Fall to determine the Champion school for the year.

Ever since I found out there was a ChemE Jeopardy team when I was a freshman, it was my dream to 
join and help UC Berkeley become national Jeopardy champs. Doing that with an amazing group of 
people made it even better. Some of the best memories I’ve made during my 4 years here are with this 
team, from losing every Kip’s trivia night we went to, singing country songs at the top of our lungs, to 

playing in an airport playground at 2AM in Minneapolis.  #GoBears 
-Sanya Sehgal

ChemE Jeopardy was easily a highlight of my time at Berkeley. In the end, the competition aspect 
was actually the least important part (regardless, Go Bears!). It was about bringing fun into dull class 
materials, spending time with awesome friends that I’ll keep for life, climbing campus roofs and mem-

orizing *bad* song lyrics.
-Rajashree Bhattacharya

McGregor: ChemE Jeopardy started out as a way to hang out with my friends. And, honestly, that’s 
how it ended too. In the middle it changed for a while. The stress of competition took over, we wanted 
to learn. Most of all, we wanted to win. But above all else, I’m thankful for the friendships I forged. 
While I’ll always remember the victory with pride, I know that I’ll stay in touch with my jeopardy 

friends for the rest of my life.
-McGregor Stadtmiller

In 2017, UC Berkeley’s team won first place in the Championship Round!

“

”
“

”

”

“

10



 

Founded in 2015, Chec Consulting is a technical 
consulting student organization at UC Berkeley. 

Their experienced consultants have a variety 
of STEM backgrounds, including chemical 

engineering, bioengineering, chemistry, computer 
science, and data visualization. The organization 

provides pro-bono professional technical 
consulting to up-and-coming startups and 

established industry leaders.
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LEAST
Favorite
Classes

-3.0-2.5-2.0-1.5-1.0-0.5 0.0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0
CBE 140
BIO 1A

MSE 123
CHEM 120A

MATH 54
E 157AC
CBE 160
CBE 185

CHEM 4B
CBE 154
CBE 141

CBE 150B
MSE 102
CBE 195
CBE 185
CBE 162
CBE 142
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Achievem
ents

2014 - 2018

Yang and Colleagues Discover Material 
For Smart Photovoltaic Windows

Researchers at Berkeley Lab, a Department of 
Energy (DOE) national lab, discovered that a form of 

perovskite, one of the hottest materials in 
solar research currently due to its high conversion 
efficiency, works surprisingly well as a stable and 
photoactive semiconductor material that can be 

reversibly switched between a transparent state and 
a non-transparent state, without degrading its 

electronic properties. The research, led by Peidong 
Yang of Berkeley Lab’s Materials Sciences Division, 
was published in the journal Nature Materials in a 

study titled, “Thermochromic Halide Perovskite Solar 
Cells.” The lead authors were Jia Lin, Minliang Lai, 

and Letian Dou, all in Yang’s research group.

Berkeley 150 Years of Light
2018 marks the 150th anniversary of the University of 

California. In 1868, leaders of the newly established state 
of California founded the University of California, Berkeley, 

which would become the UC system’s flagship campus. 
One hundred and fifty years later, our founders would be 
gratified to know that UC Berkeley has emerged as one 
of the world’s preeminent universities, home to 36,000 
students and 2,000 faculty members in 170 academic 

departments and programs. The influence of Berkeley’s 
distinguished faculty, cutting-edge research, and wealth of 
academic programs (including the largest number of highly 

ranked graduate programs in the country) truly
 spans the globe.
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Element 117
An international team of scientists working at 

the GSI Helmholtz Centre for Heavy Ion 
Research in Germany confirmed the existence 
of Element 117. Among these scientists was 

the late Heino Nitsche, who was a professor of 
chemistry here at the College of Chemistry. In 
total, four elements have been isolated in the 

past few years (including 117), and their 
names are Nihonium (113), Moscovium (115), 

Tennessine (117), and Oganesson (118).

Katz Mimics Nature to 
Improve Synthetic Catalysts

Inspired by how enzymes work in nature’s 
biological processes, CBE professor Alex Katz and 
colleagues have demonstrated a way to improve 

control of synthetic catalysts, according to a paper 
in a recent online issue of the journal Nature 

Nanotechnology. Catalysts accelerate chemical 
reactions so that they go faster and use less 
energy. Estimates indicate that the economic 

impact of catalytic processing, including polution 
abatement, is $10 trillion annually. In the research, 
sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy, the 

scientists showed how to switch molecular 
bonding – the interaction that holds assemblies of 

atoms together – off and on at will at specific 
locations within the catalyst.
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Chemical Engineering Memes
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for Highly Stressed Teens
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